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Project Tasks

1. Establish and Meet with a Project Advisory 
Committee (PAC)

2. Conduct a Peer City Review to Identify Best 
Practices

3. Inventory Relevant Local Plans

4. Conduct a Public Meeting

5. Evaluate Existing Conditions and Prioritize 
Improvements for City’s Arterial and 
Collector Roadway Network
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Project Tasks

6. Assess the Feasibility of Other Bicycle 
Enhancements

7. Assess Potential Zoning Code Changes

8. Assist the City in Determining Air Quality and 
Health Benefits

9. Make Bicycle Education & Outreach Program 
Recommendations

10. Conduct a Second Public Meeting

11. Document the Findings in a Final Report



Project Advisory Committee Inducer

Inventory of Relevant Plans

Public Meetings (First Round)

Develop Criteria for Prioritizing Streets

Assess Desirable Zoning Changes

Assist in Determining Air Quality Benefits

Recommendations for Public Education Outreach

Public Meeting

Final Report 

Rochester Bicycle Master Plan Project Schedule

May     Jun.   Jul.     Aug.     Sep.     Oct.     Nov.     Dec.

Project Advisory Committee Meeting 

Public Meetings

Project Advisory Committee Involvement

Peer City Review

Inventory of Relevant Plans

Public Meetings (First Round)

Develop Criteria for Prioritizing Streets

Recommendations for Other Bicycle Enhancements

Assess Desirable Zoning Changes

Assist in Determining Air Quality Benefits

Recommendations for Public Education / Outreach

Final Public Meeting

Final Report
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Project Advisory Committee

• City of Rochester

• Monroe County DOT

• New York State DOT

• Genesee Transportation 
Council (GTC)

• University of Rochester

• Rochester Cycling Alliance

• Citizen Cyclists
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Peer City Review: Peer Cities

• Boulder, CO

• Madison, WI

• Minneapolis, MN

• Montreal, Quebec

• Others as appropriate
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Peer City Review: Topic Areas

1. Bicycle Infrastructure

2. Bicycle Services (parking, end-of-trip, wayfinding)

3. Municipal Code Language

4. Education and Outreach Programs

5. Municipal Staffing Commitment

6. Private Sector Partnerships/Incentives

7. Snow Removal Strategies

8. On-street parking vs. Roadway Retrofits
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Peer City Review: Highlights

• Boulder’s Bike Corral Pilot Program

• Montreal’s BIXI Bike Share Program

• Madison’s Sunday Parkway Rides

• Boulder’s Snow Removal Policies
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Inventory of Relevant Local Plans

• Trail Design Studies and Maps

• Neighborhood Infrastructure               

Improvement Studies

• Other Regional Plans
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Public Workshops (August 2010)
• Station 1: Welcome

• Project Schedule
• Workshop Response Form

• Station 2: Benefits of Bicycling
• Benefits Poster
• Individual Bicycling Habits

• Station 3: Existing Bicycling Conditions
• Results Map
• Tabular Results
• Establishment of Target Level of Accommodation

• Station 4: Needs Identification
• Base Map
• Participant Response Map
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Existing Conditions Analysis
• BMP Study Network: Nearly 300 Directional Miles

(Collectors & Arterials)

• Over 8,000 data items collected
• Bicycle Level of Service Analysis (national standard)

• Width of Outside Lane
• Width of Paved Shoulder, Bike Lane, or Striped Parking
• Percentage of Occupied On-Street Parking
• Traffic Volume
• Traffic Speed
• Percent Heavy Vehicles
• Pavement Surface Condition
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Existing Conditions Results

Distance-Weighted Network Average: 

3.7 (“D”)
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Network Recommendations

• Existing/Programmed Facilities

• Bicycle LOS Target Met

• Roadway Restripe Candidates

• Road Diet Candidates

• Detailed Corridor Study Needed
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Recommendations Decision Tree
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Results

• Existing/Programmed Facilities: 7 miles (5%)

• Bicycle LOS Target Met: 42 miles (30%)

• Roadway Restripe Candidates: 64 miles (45%)

• Road Diet Candidates: 7 segments                       

(all restripe candidates as well)

• Detailed Corridor Studies Needed: 29 miles (20%) 
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Restripe/Parking Considerations

1. No observed parking / geometry suggests none occurs (19 miles)

2. No observed parking / geometry suggests some may occur        

(2 miles)

3. Space to preserve parking on at least one side / Observed <=50%  

(19 miles)

4. Space to preserve parking on at least one side / Observed >50% 

(4 miles)

5. Observed >0% / no space to preserve any parking (20 miles)

Of the 64 miles of potential roadway restripes:
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Prioritization Criteria

• Existing Bicycling Conditions (Bicycle LOS)

• Public Input

• High-demand Destinations

• Transportation Equity

• Historical Crash Data
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High-Demand Destinations

• University of Rochester/Medical Center

• Rochester Public Market

• Downtown Rochester

• Middle and High Schools

• Major Grocery Stores
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Transportation Equity
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Historical Crash Data
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Prioritization Weighting Factors

• 25% Existing Conditions

• 15% Public Input

• 30% Demand

• 25% Transportation Equity

• 5% Historical Crash Data
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Project Tasks

6. Assess the Feasibility of Other Bicycle 
Enhancements

7. Assess Potential Zoning Code Changes

8. Assist the City in Determining Air Quality and 
Health Benefits

9. Make Bicycle Education & Outreach Program 
Recommendations

10. Conduct a Second Public Meeting

11. Document the Findings in a Final Report
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Additional Facilities and Treatments

• Shared Lane Markings (“sharrows”)

• Bike Boulevards

• Bike Routes

• Bike Parking

• Others
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Shared Lane Markings

• Purposes

• Assist bicyclists with positioning

• Help avoid conflicts with parked cars

• Alert motorists to the fact that bicyclists are sharing the roadway

• Encourage safe passing distance

• Reduce incidence of wrong way bicycling

• Usually used on arterials and                       

collectors with relatively low speeds
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Bike Boulevards
• Defined: “a local street or series of contiguous street segments that have been 

modified to provide enhanced accommodation as a through street for bicyclists while 

discouraging through automobile travel”

• Potential components:

• Traffic Calming (speed pillows, traffic circles, etc.)

• Traffic Diverters

• Additional Signage and Pavement Markings

• Concept of a “one-off network”

• Potential Obstacles:

• Crossings of Major Roadways (enhancements available)

• Local Resident/Motorist Opposition

• Significant Support Currently Exists in Rochester
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Bike Routes

• Defined: “signed links between origins 

and destinations that have been improved 

for, or are for some reason considered 

preferable for, bicycle travel”

• Signage Options:

• Wayfinding

• Local Route System
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Bike Parking

• Short Term Bicycle Parking (bike racks)

• 2010 City purchase

• City accepts requests for installation 

• Currently required for most new developments

• Long Term Bicycle Parking (lockers/shelters)

• Recommended incentives to private sector

• Recommended for regional transit hubs
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Potential Bike Parking Locations
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Other Facilities and Treatments

A buffered bike lane treatment in 

Gainesville, FL
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Other Facilities and Treatments

A two-way cycle track in St. Petersburg, 

FL
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Benefits Training Workshop

• Conducted for Agency Staff in October 2010
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Outreach & Education Programs

• Goals of a Program

• Increase the number of bicyclists in Rochester

• Improve safe/appropriate behavior by bicyclists and motorists

• Target Audiences

• Young bicyclists (and their parents) • Visiting bicyclists

• Adult bicyclists • Motorists

• Senior bicyclists • Pedestrians

• Underserved bicyclists
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Outreach & Education Recommendations

• Connect Partners to Maximize Effectiveness

• Identify a “Clearinghouse” Organization

• Develop (or Identify) Educational Materials

• Learn from Other Communities

• Develop an Education Plan
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Catalog of Current  O&E Partners
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Questions, Comments, & Discussion –
Thank You for Attending!


