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Overview

On 12/20/2017, Rachel Barnhart ("Barnhart") submitted a request ("Request") (C17-3) for an
adv1sory opinion from the Board of Ethics ("Board") of the City of Rochester ("City")
concerning a City purchase of 100 copies of “The New Guardians: Pohcmg in America’s
Communities for the 21* Century” authored by Dr. Cedric Alexander The cost? 'of the books
totaled $1,566 and the books are given away free of charge at a book signing held at Iocal
restaurant in July 2016. O e

C.4 No City officer or employee, acting. in, the performan ce. of his or her oﬁ' cial
duties, shall treat, whether by aerzon or omissiop.to act, ny ‘person more
Javorable than it is the custom and pi acnce to treat the gener ‘alpublic.

C.5 No City officer or employee Shall use or permzt z‘he use of city-owned
vehicles, equipment, maz‘erzals or property for the convemence or profit of
himself or herself oF cmy oz‘her person .

\O plnlon

The Board determmes that based on the subj ect matter of the book and the author’s professional
quahﬁcatlons its purchase iand dlstrlbutlon is consistent with the Mayor’s overall initiative of
1mprovmg the relat10nsh1p ‘between la\y enforcement and the community. The Board does not
evaluate the value or merlts of this particular purchase and distribution and also notes the
purchase occurred prlor to Dr Alexander becoming Deputy Mayor of the City.

It is the 0p1n1on of the Board that the City’s purchase of Dr. Alexander’s book does not violate
the referenced proyisions of the Code of Ethics.

s,
Yir

A4

(Ginett, Lee, Scoft, Sierra, Steinbrenner, Weir)



