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I - Introduction  

Project Description  

Creating healthy, vibrant neighborhoods requires a diverse mix 

of uses complemented by strong connectivity between those 

uses and vehicular and pedestrian circulation networks. Ease of 

circulation and movement, clearly defined access to parking 

and an inviting public realm for pedestrians all contribute to an 

areaõs vitality. 

 

The Susan B. Anthony Neighborhood, a small primarily 

residential area just west of Rochesterõs Central Business 

District, is home to several historic tourist destinations such as 

the Susan B. Anthony House and Frederick Douglass Resource 

Center. These attractions generate thousands of visitors each 

year, creating parking, access and traffic issues throughout the 

area. Vehicular and pedestrian circulation is often hindered by 

illegally parked cars and tour bus queuing on residential streets 

due in part to a shortage of conveniently located off-street 

parking for visitors and tourists.  

 

With the Susan B. Anthony House planning an expansion, the 

area recently receiving a district designation as a heritage 

tourist destination, and several other development projects in 

the pipeline, traffic congestion, parking and pedestrian 

circulation conditions may deteriorate if no action is taken. 

Circulation, access and parking improvements would help tie 

together West Main Street and Center City, as well as 

surrounding neighborhoods, development sites, parks, open 

spaces, and entertainment destinations throughout the area. 

 

This study examined pedestrian and vehicular circulation, 

access and parking patterns, and issues within the 

neighborhood and contains:  

 an analysis of parking conditions for the study area; 

 an analysis of pedestrian access and circulation to, 

through and within the study area; 

 an analysis of public transportation service to and 

through the study area; and, 

 recommendations for circulation, access and parking 

improvements in the Susan B. Anthony neighborhood.
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Study Area Boundar y 
 

 

The boundary for the Susan B. Anthony Neighborhood 

Circulation, Access and Parking Study is shown in Figure 1.  A 

large portion of the study area includes the Susan B. Anthony 

Neighborhood which is a historically significant residential area 

located just west of downtown Rochester. The study area is 

bordered by Interstate 490 to the north, the Inner Loop to the 

east, Main Street to the south and Jefferson Avenue to the 

west. 
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Figure 1: Study Area Boundary Map  



 

The Susan B. Anthony Neighborhood, one of Rochesterõs 

oldest residential areas, is named after former resident and 

famous suffragist and abolitionist Susan Brownell Anthony.  

 

In the early 1800õs, a one hundred acre tract of land was 

purchased from local natives by Nathaniel Rochester, William 

Fitzhugh and Charles Carroll, the first residential land 

developers of Rochester. Development within the Susan B. 

Anthony neighborhood began with the subdivision of the Bush 

and King Tracts, around the time that the Erie Canal was 

completed. The proximity of the neighborhood to the 

Tonawanda Railroad (which ran from Rochester to Batavia), 

the Erie Canal and subsequent construction of the Genesee 

Valley Canal with an associated turning basin helped to spur 

industrial growth within the neighborhood and the city as a 

whole.  

 

The most notable factory in the area was the Cunningham 

Carriage Company built in 1838, located along Canal Street. 

The factory later began producing automobiles and played a 

key role in the local economy of Rochester. As industrial 

expansion was occurring, residential development increased in  

the late 1800õs, as the demand for nearby housing for area 

factory workers increased. A wide variety of home styles were 

built during this period including Italianate, Queen Anne, 

Victorian, and American Four Square.  

 

A public square known historically as òMechanic Squareó was 

developed between King and Madison-streets to provide open 

space for the influx of new residents. The square was later re-

designed by nationally renowned landscape architects, the 

Olmstead Brothers, sons of Fredrick Law Olmstead Sr. Today 

the parkõs focal feature is a bronze sculpture entitled òLetõs 

Have Teaó which portrays Susan B. Anthony and Frederick 

Douglass, close friends and early champions of civil rights. The 

park remains a popular destination for area residents and 

visitors of the nearby national landmark Susan B. Anthony 

House and Visitorõs Center.  

 

Over time, several of the large homes were converted to 

multi-family residences, while others fell into disrepair, a few of 

which were ultimately demolished. Over the last ten years, 

several new single family homes have been built on vacant lots 

scattered throughout the area.       
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Neighborhood History  
 



 

Figure 2 - 1832 Survey Map illustrating the early layout of the Bush and King Tract  
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II ð Inventory and Analysis 
 

Current Neighborhood Conditions  ð Land Use 

 

The Susan B. Anthony Neighborhood of today is considered to 

be an òurban villageó, comprised of a variety of land uses 

including residential, commercial, industrial, community / 

public service and open space, creating a unique urban 

environment. Much of the early 19th century tract 

development, with its public square surrounded by residential 

homes and nearby commercial corridor, is still intact. 

Commercial uses dominate the north side of W. Main St. 

where mixed use buildings with ground level retail and upper 

level apartments are located. A recently constructed residential 

housing complex of forty five apartment units and 

approximately thirty single family homes, known as Anthony 

Square, is located across W. Main Street to the south.   

 

The western portion of the neighborhood consists primarily of 

single and multi family residential homes that were mostly built 

in the mid to late 1800õs. As part of an infill housing project, 

several new single family homes were recently constructed on 

what were previously vacant lots primarily along King and 

Madison-streets, as well as Jefferson Avenue.  

 

The eastern portion of the neighborhood consists of a mix of 

commercial and industrial land uses, primarily along Litchfield 

and Canal Streets. The William B. Morse Lumber Company 

occupies a large amount of land between Canal, Broad and 

Main Streets for its operation. Canal Street contains several 

large industrial buildings, including the Volunteers of America 

distribution center and a mixed use loft conversion containing 

approximately 45 residential units at the north end. 

View of W. Main Street looking east towards downtown 
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Figure 3 ð Susan B. Anthony Neighborhood Land Use Map 
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The City of Rochesterõs current zoning code was most recently 

revised in 2003. This comprehensive revision of the Cityõs 

official zoning map and corresponding district requirements 

and permitting procedures represented the first time in over 

25 years that significant changes had been made, including the 

creation of a form based Center City District.  

As shown in Figure 4, there are four zoning classifications 

within the study area. With its close proximity to downtown, a 

large portion of the Susan B. Anthony Neighborhood is within 

the Center City District (CCD). The western portion of the 

neighborhood is zoned Medium Density Residential (R-2) with 

the centrally located Susan B. Anthony Square classified as 

open space (O-S). The southern portion of the study area is 

zoned Community Center (C-2), allowing a range of 

commercial uses along W. Main St. The following is a brief 

summary of the objective of each district within the study area:  

Center City District (CCD)  - The CCD is intended to foster 

a vibrant, safe, twenty-four-hour Center City by encouraging 

residential development while retaining and further developing 

a broad range of commercial, office, institutional, public, 

cultural and entertainment uses and activities. The regulations 

are intended to define and promote the Center City as the 

anchor for the region and as a desirable place to live, work and 

recreate. A large portion of the neighborhood is within CCD 

(See Figure 4) which does not have on-site parking 

requirements.  

 

Design districts are established in specific areas based on a 

predominant and easily recognized character or theme that is 

self-contained within identifiable boundaries. The districts 

define areas having, or proposed to have specific architectural 

features or design elements that make them unique in relation 

to other areas in the Center City. The portion of the Susan B. 

Anthony Neighborhood located in the CCD is within the 

Cascade-Canal design district.  

 

The design theme for this district is intended to preserve and 

promote its industrial warehouse character. This character is 

typified by two- to five-story, horizontal box-like buildings with 

flat rooflines. Facades are composed of dominant vertical 

columns and strong horizontal bands which divide translucent 

glass panels. Buildings have zero setbacks along street 

frontages to create a strong sense of enclosure and an 

appropriate pedestrian scale. 
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Current Neighborhood Conditions  ð Zoning 

 



 

 

Figure 4 ð Susan B. Anthony Neighborhood Zoning Map 
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