
  

 

 

A Waterfront Advisory Committee (WAC) consisting of representatives from 

various community groups, neighborhood organizations and other 

waterfront stakeholders was formed. Committee members provided 

valuable input and feedback that helped guide the development of the 

LWRP Update.  To date there have been a total of six WAC meetings, three 

focus group meetings and two public meetings since the project began. 

 

The following tasks must be completed to satisfy New York State 

Department of State (NYSDOS) requirements:    

       Status 

Submit Draft LWRP to City Council / NYSDOS  June 2015 

60 Day Review of Draft LWRP by NYSDOS    Summer 2015 

Final Public Information Meeting    Summer 2015      

Complete LWRP Final Document     Fall 2015     

SEQR Review of LWRP Final Document    Fall 2015 

City Planning Commission / City Council Approval November 2015 

NYSDOS Approval     December 2015 

  

 

 

LWRP Update Process & Timeline 

Rochester’s LWRP History & Background 

1972  Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) passed by Congress; As a 

result, New York State creates the Local Waterfront Revitalization 

Program (LWRP) for coastal communities. 

1990   LWRP written by City Planning Office and adopted by City Council and 

NYSDOS; Major projects implemented from the plan include 

Genesee River Trail segments, O’Rourke Bridge over the Genesee 

River, Army Corps of Engineers Wave Surge Project at the Port of 

Rochester and various public infrastructure improvements at city and 

county parks. 

1999   Draft LWRP Update written by City Planning Office and submitted to 

NYSDOS for approval; Fast Ferry development begins at Port Site; 

Draft LWRP Update never receives final approval from NYSDOS; New 

City Comprehensive Plan that addresses waterfront development 

opportunities completed by City Planning Office and adopted by City 

Council. 

2011   LWRP Amendment funded by NYSDOS EPF grant and completed by 

City Planning Office to address termination of Fast Ferry operations 

at Port Site, construction of a new public marina basin and other 

landside redevelopment plans for the area;  Amendment approved 

by NYSDOS. 

2012   LWRP Update Project funded by NYSDOS EPF grant and undertaken 

by City Planning Office; Update expands LWRP boundary to include 

all of the city’s waterfront areas and includes new waterfront 

planning priorities, opportunities and recommendations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LWRP Inventory & Analysis  

Due to the unique nature of Rochester’s distinctly different waterfront 

areas, the LWRP boundary was divided into three focus areas:  Lake 

Ontario, the Genesee River corridor and the Erie Canal. Each focus area 

was further divided into smaller sub-zones to identify appropriate land 

uses within each focus area (see sub-zone map to the right).  

Public Input 
A web-based public input page was developed by the project 

consultant team and hosted on the City’s website that provided a 

venue for interested stakeholders to identify current issues, specific 

project ideas, and waterfront priorities. Visitors to the webpage had 

the option of taking a brief survey, leaving a general comment or 

geographically identifying a specific project idea or issue on an 

interactive map.   

A completed land use matrix indicating appropriate uses for each sub- 

zone area was compiled from input received through the web-based 

public input as well as at each of the following WAC and focus group 

meetings:  

 WAC Meeting #1   March 2013 

 Public Meeting #1  June 26, 2013 

 WAC Meeting #3  October 26, 2013 

 WAC Meeting #4  November 20, 2014 

 Lake Focus Group Meeting December 2, 2014 

 River Focus Group Meeting January 22, 2014 

 WAC Meeting #5  February 24, 2014 

 Canal Focus Group Meeting  March 18, 2014 

 WAC Meeting #6  March 25, 2014 

 Public Meeting #2  April 9, 2014 

 

  

Future LWRP Land Use Matrix by Sub-Zones 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

About the LWRP 

First adopted in 1990, the LWRP is a 
policy plan that guides landside 
development for areas along the City’s 
waterfront. An update is currently 
underway that expands the existing 
boundary to include all waterfront areas 
within the City limits that border Lake 
Ontario, the Genesee River, and the Erie 
Canal (see map of boundary and 
significant natural features). 
 

Benefits of an LWRP 

 Provides clear direction: an   
LWRP reflects community 
consensus and can help 
attract appropriate types of 
development in keeping with 
community character. 

 Technical Assistance:  an LWRP 
establishes long term 
partnerships among local 
government, community 
organizations and the State.  

 State and Federal Consistency: 
Permitting, funding and 
implementing must be 
consistent with an approved 
LWRP. This provision is a 
strong tool that ensures all 
levels of government work in 
unison and cooperate to build 
a stronger economy and 
healthier environment. 

 Financial Assistance:  an LWRP 
provides a unified vision and 
therefore increases a 
community’s chance to obtain 
funding for projects. 

 

 

For more information visit: WWW.CITYOFROCHESTER.GOV/LWRP 

 

The Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan Update is being prepared in cooperation with the New York State Department 

of State with funds provided under Title 11 of the NYS Environmental Protection Fund. 

 

Through input and feedback 

received via the web-based 

public input page as well as at 

the series of WAC and Focus 

Group Meetings, a SWOT 

Analysis was compiled which 

identifies and summarizes the 

Strengths, Weaknesses, 

Opportunities, and Threats for 

each focus area. 

This information was used to 

develop and finalize project 

recommendations, policies and 

sub-policies that protect, 

strengthen and enhance 

Rochester’s unique and diverse 

waterfront assets and will help 

guide future waterfront 

development activities.  

 

LWRP Inventory & Analysis - Continued 

 

 

LWRP Policies and Projects 

 There are 44 state coastal policies that the LWRP is required to address. A list of relevant state policies and local sub-policies 

are categorized into 11 broad categories which include waterfront development, public access, recreation, fish & wildlife, 

flooding & erosion, historic & scenic, energy & ice management, water & air quality, agriculture, wetlands and “other”.  

A list of 50 project recommendations that address these policies has been developed and includes both familiar ideas that 

build upon current projects and entirely new concepts received from the WAC and public input process. Project 

recommendations are categorized as either “proposed” or “future”. The following list highlights major project 

recommendations contained in the LWRP:  

  

  

#7 -  Port of Rochester Marina 

Development (Phase II) 

#11- River St. Mixed-Use  

Development  

#16- Lake/Ridge/Maplewood        

Planning Study  

#21- “Genesse Falls Park”   

Masterplan  

#26- GardenAerial Trail Hub/ High 

Falls Access Improvements  

 

 

 

#25-  High Falls Zip Line  

#27-  Riverfront Promenade / 

Charles Carroll Park 

Improvements 

#31-  Erie Canal Aqueduct 

Redevelopment  

#40-  Vacuum Oil BOA Plan  

Implementation  

#43-  Westside Canal Parkway & 

Trail 

 

 

 

GardenAerial Trail Hub Concept 

 City Council Workshop  
 May 28, 2015 

http://www.cityofrochester.gov/LWRP

