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APPENDIX 
 
Survey Purpose & Methodology 
 
In June 2008, the Rochester City Council designated four neighborhoods (Dewey / Driving Park; 
Marketview Heights; Beechwood; and Jefferson) to be included in the City’s Focused 
Investment Strategy, an initiative to revitalize these four Rochester neighborhoods over the 
period of approximately three years.  To assist in the implementation and the evaluation of the 
Focused Investment Strategy, Enterprise Community Partners worked with City of Rochester 
staff to conduct building and site condition surveys of all properties (parcel by parcel) in each of 
the four focused investment neighborhoods.   
 
The surveys were conducted during the summer of 2008 using the Neighborhood Survey Pro 
Building Conditions and Land Use (BCLU) survey.  The BCLU assesses: building conditions; 
site conditions; building use; building occupancy; building type (detached, semi-detached, 
attached); number of stories in the building; number of residential units in the building; existence 
of accessory structures and their condition; parking availability; street tree existence; lighting at 
property; street lighting; existence of pay phones and bus stops; for-sale signs on the property.   
 
All surveyors attended a half-day training before surveying conducted by the principal of Livable 
Housing Inc.  Surveys were conducted on foot and data results were input directly into an 
electronic format using a handheld PALM.   
 
Properties within the four focused investment neighborhoods are delineated by the following 
boundaries: FIS Area; High Priority Streets; and Impact Area (explained below).  Survey results 
on the previous pages are displayed within these boundaries. 
 
FIS Area is the area eligible for FIS funds.  FIS implementation in this area will include: 1) 
developing programs to address a high proportion of the properties; 2) working to identify 
opportunities for future funding; 3) addressing problem properties as they arise. 
 
High Priority Streets include the specific streets within the FIS Area within which: 1) every 
parcel will be addressed in the early years of the FIS according to its needs; 2) the streets will be 
viewed as priority for funding; and, 3) the streets will be priority for public infrastructure 
upgrades and improvements. 
 
Impact Area is the area immediately adjacent to the FIS area within which the strategy is 
expected to produce a ripple effect.  For the impacts area: 1) data will be collected and monitored 
for benchmarking and future decision-making; 2) private investment is expected to occur as a 
result of the strategy; and, 3) individual issues that would impact success or the whole strategy 
will be addressed. 
 



Explanation of Survey Ratings 
 
To assess the condition of structures and sites within the FIS neighborhoods, the following rating 
system was used: 
 
Building Conditions 
 

Excellent – characteristics include recently rehabilitated or remodeled, new paint, roof in very 
good condition. 
 
Sound – characteristics include sound condition, good maintenance, no immediate need for 
repairs. 
 
Substandard Minor – characteristics include need for basic cosmetic repairs such as painting, 
trim, porch and fence repair. 
 
Substandard Major – characteristics include bulging walls, sagging foundations, broken 
windows and need for substantial improvements. 
 
Dilapidated – characteristics include abandoned, fire damaged, boarded up, vacant and 
possibly unsuitable for rehabilitation. 

 
Site Conditions 
 

1) Characteristics include neatly trimmed and healthy vegetation, no trash, well-maintained 
walkways, no vehicles on blocks, well-maintained fencing. 

 
2) Characteristics include neatly trimmed and healthy vegetation, no trash, no more than one 

of the following: deteriorated walkways, vehicles on blocks, deteriorated fencing. 
 
3) Characteristics include some untrimmed vegetation, some trash, no more than one of the 

following: deteriorated walkways, vehicles on blocks, deteriorated fencing. 
 
4) Characteristics include significant untrimmed vegetation, and / or trash, no more than two 

of the following: deteriorated walkways, vehicles on blocks, deteriorated fencing. 
 
5) Characteristics include all vegetation untrimmed, significant trash, two or more of the 

following: deteriorated walkways, vehicles on blocks, deteriorated fencing. 
 



Street Trees – Existence of trees in tree lawn in front of parcel.  Position on map is an 
approximation and does not correspond to the exact location.   
 
Street Lighting – Existence of street light in front of the parcel.  Position on map is an 
approximation and does not correspond to the exact location. 
 
Parking Availability 

 
Not Available – The parcel does not have any off street parking, or the category is not 
applicable. 
 
On Adjacent Parcel – Parking for this parcel exists either explicitly on an adjacent parcel, or a 
vacant lot is clearly used. 
 
On Parcel, All Uses – Parking is available on the parcel and is not explicitly restricted. 
 
Restricted Use – Parking is explicitly restricted or dedicated for a particular use only, such as 
for a business’ customers. 
 
 

 



Data Caveats 
 
Building assessments were conducted solely from the sidewalk / street.  Interior conditions were 
not assessed as part of this survey. 
  
The survey was conducted by multiple individuals on multiple days and all surveyors were 
trained to be accurate and consistent by a principal of the software company whose software 
product was used.  Survey results represent conditions on the day the survey was completed. 
  
Measures of occupancy, # of units, and accessory structures while generally accurate are 
somewhat more difficult to assess given the non-intrusive nature of the survey. 
 
When converting the NSP data from Access into Excel (for GIS mapping purposes):   

• Accessory structures’ building conditions do not transfer. 
• Multiple accessory structures (e.g. more than one on a parcel) do not transfer, only 

the last structure entered does. 
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