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Comment – Proposed Beautification Efforts

Statement that the project should incorporate features to enhance the overall appearance 
through the project corridor. 

Response: Although specific enhancements have not been determined at this time, the 
design will incorporate such features as part of the final design. 

Comment – Future Roadway Connections  (Woodbury & Alexander)

If a new roadway connection was made to Woodbury, would Strong Museum be willing to 
provide the property necessary? 

Response: The City and Strong museum have discussed the potential for this future 
connection; although specific details have not been discussed.  The Strong museum has 
expressed that this connection would be desirable. 

What can be done to improve access from Alexander to Union Street? 

Response: The City understands the lack of mobility between the two streets and 
continues to assess potential solutions; however, any solution would be part of a future 
project. 

Statement was made that other barriers exist connecting Alexander to downtown such as 
existing developed blocks, incomplete alleys, fences and refuse making it undesirable. 

Comment – Traffic Redistribution

How does the new development affect the future traffic demand? 

Response: As part of the scoping phase a market study was conducted to determine what 
development would be most beneficial for the area. The future traffic demand was then 
assessed and is being incorporated into the project. 

With the elimination of the Inner loop has traffic redistribution been looked at? 

Response: Yes, as part of the scoping phase the City has coordinated with the Genesee 
Transportation Council and their regional traffic model to assess the changes in traffic 
patterns. 

Comment – Project Costs 

Did the project look at rehabilitation vs. reconstruction costs? 

Response: As part of the TIGER grant application the project conducted a cost benefit 
analysis. The difference in the capital improvement costs was negligible. 
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Meeting Minutes 

 

 u:\192500295\correspondence\outgoing\meeting minutes\mm00017_inner loop public open house summary.docx 

Public Open House #1 

Inner Loop East Transformation Project 

Date/Time: November 6, 2013 / 2:00PM to 4:00PM and 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

Place: Manhattan Square Park 

Attendees: See Attached Sign-in Sheet 

Absentees:    

Distribution: Paul Way, COR  

Erik Frisch, COR   

Jim McIntosh, COR                   

Rick Papaj, NYSDOT                         

Jim Hofmann, Stantec 

 
Item: Action: 

Introduction 

A Public Open House was held on November 6, 2013 at Manhattan Square Park 
to receive public input on the project.   Stations were setup to allow the public to 
review the project history, alternatives, Ped/Bike considerations, preferred 
alternative and next steps in the design development process.   Attendees were 
encouraged to leave feedback at each station via markups and ‘sticky notes’ 
which were captured and summarized.   All comments will be reviewed by the 
project team and incorporated into the design development as appropriate.   

A summary of the Open House is attached and includes the following 
information: 

 Meeting Agenda 

 Sign-in Sheets 

 Project Display Boards 

 RRCDC Display Boards 

 Project Display Boards with ‘sticky note’ public comments 

 RRCDC Boards with public comments 

 Open House Comment Summary 

 Comment correspondence 

 

The foregoing is considered to be a true and accurate record of all items discussed. If any discrepancies or 
inconsistencies are noted, please contact the writer immediately. 

 



November 6, 2013  

Public Open House #1 

Page 2 of 2  

 u:\192500295\correspondence\outgoing\meeting minutes\mm00017_inner loop public open house summary.docx 

Stantec Consulting Services, Inc. 

 

Jim Hofmann Jr., P.E. 
Principal, Office Leader 
Phone: (585) 413-5257 
Fax: (585) 272-1814 

Jim.hofmann@stantec.com 

Attachment: As noted above 

c. Distribution 



Public Open House 
Outdoor Display and Meeting Agenda 
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INNER LOOP EAST RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT 1 
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INNER LOOP EAST 
TRANSFORMATION  PROJECT 
REMOVE  RESTORE  RECONNECT  REVITALIZE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME 
 
PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE 

 

 

November 6, 2013 
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Public Open House 
Project Display Boards 
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From: Burch Craig [mailto:burch.craig@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 8:47 AM 
To: Frisch, Erik L. 
Subject: Inner Loop East Transformation Project - public comment 
 
I have 2 comments for your public upcoming public meeting on November 6th and wish them to put on 
record. 
 

1. It is important to maintian current access to the commercial buildings on Pitkin St. These 
businesses use the area adjacent to the their buildings for pick and delivery of goods. 

2. A design that has been circulating uses round abouts for vehicle traffic. While the concept is 
great for vehicle traffic it is a disaster for pedestrians. The new traffic circle at Broad and 
Broadway is a great example. The pedestrian crossing and signage are very clear yet many times 
I have observed vehicles failing to yield to pedestrians. I know from experience driving a car thru 
it that I am more focused on other cars and the pedestiran awareness come 2nd. With traffic 
intersections and signalling devices the pedestiran is given a safer route to cross the street. So 
go with signaled intersections! 

 
 Burch Craig 
www.craigautometrics.com 
10 Winthrop St. 
Rochester, NY 14607 
Bosch Authorized Service 
Google Voice  (585) 210-9301 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
From: Jeff Singer [mailto:jeffasinger@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 9:35 PM 
To: Frisch, Erik L. 
Subject: Inner Loop Feedback 
 
I attended the information sessions earlier today, here are some thoughts: 

1. As a whole, the plan is a huge step in the direction the city needs to be going. I think this will 
greatly benefit most of the surrounding areas, and the businesses in them. 

2. The city should make an effort to connect the new bike facilities with existing ones, including on 
University going east, Monroe, and down Woodbury to the Genesee Riverway trail. 

3. It would be great if the city could secure a pedestrian and bicycle right of way down canfield 
place to the intersection of alexander and Park Ave. 

4. The concessions made for parking in front of the businesses near howell and broadway seem 
very strange. 

5. I realize the Howell/Broadway/Monroe/Union intersection is high traffic, and complicated, 
however, is there anything that could be done to make the pedestrian crossing from Monroe to 
the opposite side of Chestnut is very, very far, and involves crossing the on ramp to 490 from 
Chestnut. Is a signal possible there? 

6. About 1/3 of the frontage to Union St that will remain is currently parking lots, and a big portion 
of the rest is businesses that face other streets. I only see a handful of new parcels being 
generated that are clearly going to be very desirable to developers (mostly those along East 
Ave). Is the city going to offer any incentives to developers? WIll there be zoning requirements 
to have buildings that actually face the new union st rather than the cross streets? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Doug Jerum [mailto:djerum@ferrarajerum.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 07, 2013 3:46 PM 
To: Frisch, Erik L. 
Subject: Inner Loop question from the web 
 
Dear Mr. Frisch, 
 
We are the owners of 158 Monroe Avenue, adjacent to the “Parcel #3” that would ostensibly be created 
by the (excellent) project to fill the Inner Loop East. We are wondering if there has been any discussion 
about how the parcels will be sold. In the case of Parcel #3, we will be the only private landowner 
abutting the parcel. Will property abutters be given any preference or priority for purchasing the land 
created, especially in a situation such as ours where there are no other private property owners abutting 
the parcel? The ability to combine parcel #3 with our existing property would greatly increase the 
development options over what can be done on each one individually. 
 
Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.  
 
Douglas Jerum 
Partner 
339 East Avenue 
Suite 4320 
Rochester, NY 14604-2615 
585.362.8702 direct 
585.454.6991 main 
ferrarajerum.com 
@FJIrealestate 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: J. Matthew Good [mailto:jmatthew.good@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, November 08, 2013 12:14 AM 
To: Frisch, Erik L. 
Subject: Inner Loop 
 
If the intent is to destroy what little business is left in the East End of downtown, then go ahead 
and fill in the inner loop. The convenient access to the East End for city and suburban dwellers 
alike is all that keeps the East End alive. Filling in the Inner Loop along Union and Pitkin streets will 
reduce the accessibility to the East End. It will also remove the physical barrier that keeps 
downtown desolation and crime from easily spreading into the East End. While there has been 
some small revitalization of the downtown core in recent months, it has all taken place at the 
edges adjoining the inner loop. The only other vibrant part of the downtown core is the two 
blocks of East Ave. inside the inner loop that reflect the benefit of both the nearness of the East 
End and the access provided by the loop. Removing the loop will endanger such long standing 
Rochester landmarks as The Little Theater, Arena's, and Spot (Hallman Chevrolet) Coffee. 
 
J. Matthew Good 
124 Seager St. (owner occupant) 
City of Rochester, 14620 
 



Please consider the environment before printing this email.
From: Sue.Eliaszewskyj@lifethc.com [mailto:Sue.Eliaszewskyj@lifethc.com]
Sent: Friday, January 03, 2014 10:51 AM
To: Hofmann, Jim
Subject: 490 entrance ramp by ESL garage

Good morning Jim.  I work for Excellus and am responsible for Facilities, parking etc.  Late last fall, Steve 
Golding told me that you were looking for feedback from area property owners regarding the temporary 
closing of the access to 490 from Chestnut by the ESL garage.  It was closed for repairs to a section of 
the bridge I believe.  

That closing was a nightmare for our company and everyone who parks off of Woodbury including the 
folks that park in the Washington St garage.  Since that entrance was closed, drivers chose to travel 
down Woodbury to get onto the highway.  There was always a long queue of traffic waiting at the 
Woodbury and South Ave traffic light for the 490 E entrance ramp that often extended beyond S. 
Clinton.  Our underground garage houses 525 cars which had difficulty exiting the building at many times 
during the day, not just rush hour.  In addition our employees who park in the rented lot from St Mary's 
and the lot behind GEVA had difficulty crossing the street to get to those lots.  It was a huge safety issue 
for those several months.   

I hope you are not remotely thinking about eliminating that entrance ramp to 490 with the fill in of the 
portion of the Inner Loop.  Please contact me if you need any additional feedback or information.  Thank 
you.  Sue 
_____________________________________________ 
Susan Eliaszewskyj, Corporate VP Administrative Services 
165 Court St, Rochester, NY  14647 
phone 585.238.4262 fax 585.238.4224
sue.eliaszewskyj@lifethc.com
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Project Correspondence 

 
Letter # Date Description 

Endangered Species 

1 9/25/2008 United States Department of the interior, Division of Fish 

and Wildlife Service 

2 9/29/2008 NYSDEC, Division of Fish, Wildlife and Marine 

Resources. 

3 4/7/2009 National Marine Fisheries Service,  Habitat Conservation 

Division. 

State Historical Preservation 

4 4/25/2013 Project Initiation letter from NYSDOT to NYS Office of 

Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation. 

5 7/3/2013 NYSDOT to NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and 

Historic Preservation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





















 

 

 

 

 

Letters of Support 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letters of Support 

Elected Officials 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





COMMITTEE ON RULES DISTRICT OFFICE:

RANKING MEMBER C) 3120 FEDERAL BUILDING
100 STATE STREET

WASHINGTON OFFICE: ROCHESTER, NY 14614

WAsIN:mNDC2O51b3221
585) 232 4850

(202) 225-3615
S/N

WESsITE: http://www.Iouise.house.gov

LOUISE M. SLAUGHTER

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES
25TH I)ISTRICT, NEW YORK

May29, 2013

The Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary
Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue Southeast
Washington, District of Columbia 20590-000 1

RE: City of Rochester Inner Loop East Reconstruction Project

Dear Ray,

I am writing to express my support for the City of Rochester’s Inner Loop East Reconstruction
Project through the FY 2013 TIGER Discretionary Grants Program. This funding will be used to
remove a deteriorated and underutilized section of the Inner Loop Expressway and replace it with
an at-grade boulevard and more than nine acres of land for redevelopment.

In 2006 I secured funding for the design and environmental work related to this project
understanding that traffic volumes no longer support the need for the Inner Loop. In fact, this
expressway has become a physical barrier between downtown Rochester and adjacent thriving
neighborhoods including the Neighborhood of the Arts.

I have long been a supporter of projects that improve access to downtown Rochester by multiple
modes of transportation including mass transit, biking and walking. The Inner Loop East
Reconstruction Project is another important step toward returning downtown Rochester and its
surrounding neighborhoods to the vibrant urban center that it once was.

Rochester continues to be a leader in optics, imaging and health care with a unique history of
innovation and entrepreneurship but in order to continue to be a global leader we must invest in
our infrastructure at home. I am convinced that this strategic investment will lead to more people
choosing Rochester as a place to live and work.

I appreciate your full consideration of this important project.

Sinc ey,

Lo e M. Slaughter
Member of Congress
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GENESEE TRANSPORTATION COUNCIL 
 

50 W. Main St • Suite 8112 • Rochester, New York • 14614-1227 • 585-232-6240 • Fax 585-262-3106 • www.gtcmpo.org      Chair: Hon. Mary Pat Hancock   Vice Chair: Hon. James Hoffman 
 

City of Rochester • Counties of: Genesee, Livingston, Monroe, Ontario, Orleans, Seneca, Wayne, Wyoming, and Yates 
     Genesee/Finger Lakes Regional Planning Council • Rochester Genesee Regional Transportation Authority • State of New York 

October 20, 2011 
 
Honorable Ray LaHood 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Re: Letter of support and certification for the City of Rochester Inner Loop East  
       Reconstruction Project TIGER Discretionary Grant Proposal 

 
Dear Secretary LaHood: 
 
Per the Notice of Funding Availability for the Department of Transportation’s National 
Infrastructure Investments (TIGER Discretionary Grants Program) under the FY 2011 Continuing 
Appropriations Act as published in the August 12, 2011 edition of the Federal Register, this letter 
expresses the Genesee Transportation Council’s strongest support for the City of Rochester’s Inner 
Loop East Reconstruction Project as the Genesee-Finger Lakes Region’s highest priority for the 
program. 
 
On September 8, 2011, the Genesee Transportation Council (GTC) – as the designated 
metropolitan planning organization for the Genesee-Finger Lakes Region – endorsed the project as 
its highest priority for the TIGER Discretionary Grants Program. This endorsement was made in 
recognition of the significant improvement to economic development and quality of life (consistent 
with the program’s desired Long-Term Outcomes and Job Creation and Near-Term Economic 
Activity) for the entire Rochester, New York Metropolitan Area and larger Genesee-Finger Lakes 
Region that would occur if the project is implemented. 
 
This letter also certifies that the project is included as an illustrative project in the recently-adopted 
Long Range Transportation Plan for the Genesee-Finger Lakes Region 2035 and would be added to 
the 2011-2014 Transportation Improvement Program as soon as possible upon selection by the 
U.S. Department of Transportation to receive an award through the TIGER Discretionary Grants 
Program. 
 
Thank you for your strong consideration of the City of Rochester’s Inner Loop East Reconstruction 
Project for the TIGER Discretionary Grants Program. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Richard Perrin, AICP 
 
 
 
 
cc: Hon. Thomas Richards, Mayor – City of Rochester  

Joan McDonald, Commissioner – New York State Department of Transportation 
Mary Pat Hancock, Chairperson – Genesee Transportation Council 



 

GENESEE TRANSPORTATION COUNCIL 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
 
Resolution 11-132 Endorsing the Inner Loop East Reconstruction Project as the 

Genesee-Finger Lakes Region’s highest priority for the TIGER 
Discretionary Grants program 

 
WHEREAS, 

 
1. Division B of the Department of Defense and Full-Year Continuing Appropriations Act, 

2011 (Pub L. 112-010) as enacted on April 15, 2011 appropriated $526.944 million to be 
awarded for National Infrastructure Investments; 

 
2. The U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) is referring to grants for National 

Infrastructure Investments under the FFY 2010 Appropriations Act as “Transportation 
Investments Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) Discretionary Grants”; 

 
3. TIGER Discretionary Grants will be awarded on a competitive basis for transportation 

projects that will have a significant impact on the Nation, a metropolitan area, or a 
region; 

 
4. The purpose of the Inner Loop East Reconstruction Project is to remove a deteriorating, 

underutilized 2/3-mile segment of the Inner Loop Expressway, roughly between 
Broadway and Charlotte Street, and replace it with a surface street along the existing 
Union Street alignment thereby reconnecting the Center City with adjacent 
neighborhoods, enhancing bicycle and pedestrian conditions, and creating up to nine 
acres of “shovel-ready” land for redevelopment.; 

 
5. The Inner Loop East Reconstruction Project is wholly consistent with and will maximize 

the benefits of several other existing and planned highway, bridge, public 
transportation, bicycle, and pedestrian projects that have been or will be funded with 
local, state, and federal funds; 

 
6. The Inner Loop East Reconstruction Project is included in the Long Range 

Transportation Plan for the Genesee-Finger Lakes Region 2035;  
 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
 

1. That the Genesee Transportation Council endorses the Inner Loop East Reconstruction 
Project as the Genesee-Finger Lakes Region’s highest priority for the TIGER 
Discretionary Grants program; 

 
2. That the Council supports the preparation and submittal of any and all necessary TIGER 

Discretionary Grants application materials by the City of Rochester for the Inner Loop 
East Reconstruction Project;  
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Letters of Support 

Real Estate Developers 
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Project Stakeholders 
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This page intentionally left blank 



















 
October 27, 2011 
 

The Honorable Raymond LaHood, Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
 

RE: City of Rochester Inner Loop East Reconstruction Project 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood, 

 

 

I am writing to express my support for the City of Rochester’s Inner Loop East Reconstruction Project 
through the FY 2011 TIGER Discretionary Grants program. This funding will be used to remove a 
deteriorated and underutilized section of the Inner Loop Expressway and replace it with a new high 
quality city street. This project will reconnect neighborhoods, remove two structurally-deficient bridges, 
and create more than nine acres of land for redevelopment. 
 

This area is key to expansion of the annual Xerox Rochester International Jazz Festival (XRIJF), which has 
fast become one the nation’s largest music events, attracting more than 181,000 people this year from 
more than 25 states and 15 countries. The festival has an estimated minimum $8 million plus economic 
impact on the region annually.  It has become Rochester’s signature cultural arts event, showcasing the 
region and enhancing its status as a tourism destination. 
 

As co-owner and producer of XRIJF, my business partner, John Nugent and I are interested in investing in 
growing the festival. But currently the festival is divided by the Inner Loop, which limits expansion and 
potential increased economic impact. The City of Rochester is successfully revitalizing its downtown area 
through strategic investments in infrastructure, economic development, and housing. A key piece of its 
downtown revitalization strategy is to reconnect adjacent vibrant neighborhoods with the downtown 
core. No project is more central to this approach than the Inner Loop East Reconstruction project. 
Replacement of this outdated expressway with a context-sensitive complete street will reconnect 
neighborhoods, promote walking and biking, and encourage private investment. The proposed project 
meets all of the TIGER Long-Term Outcomes and incorporates multiple innovative features.  
 

I appreciate your full consideration of this important project. If you have any questions, or desire further 
information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Marc Iacona 
Producer / Executive Director 
Xerox Rochester International Jazz Festival 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letters of Support 

Regional Association/Organizations 
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October 26, 2011 
 
The Honorable Raymond LaHood, Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: City of Rochester Inner Loop East Reconstruction Project 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood, 
 
On behalf of the Rochester Business Alliance, a regional chamber of commerce that represents 
nearly 2,000 employers, I am writing today to express my support for the City of Rochester’s Inner 
Loop East Reconstruction Project through the FY 2011 TIGER Discretionary Grants program. This 
funding will be used to remove a deteriorated and underutilized section of the Inner Loop 
Expressway and replace it with a new high quality city street. This project will reconnect 
neighborhoods, remove two structurally-deficient bridges, and create more than nine acres of land 
for redevelopment. 
 
Rochester is the third largest city in New York State and an internationally-significant economic 
center. The City of Rochester is successfully revitalizing its downtown area through strategic 
investments in infrastructure, economic development, and housing. A key piece of its downtown 
revitalization strategy is to reconnect adjacent vibrant neighborhoods with the downtown core. No 
project is more central to this approach than the Inner Loop East Reconstruction project. 
 
The ten to twelve lanes of the Inner Loop and its frontage roads separate the downtown area from 
adjacent thriving neighborhoods including the Neighborhood of the Arts, Upper East End, Park 
Avenue, and Monroe Village. The Inner Loop serves as a physical and psychological barrier, 
discouraging walking and biking and hindering economic development. Replacement of this 
outdated expressway with a context-sensitive complete street will reconnect neighborhoods, 
promote walking and biking, and encourage private investment. The proposed project meets all of 
the TIGER Long-Term Outcomes and incorporates multiple innovative features. 
 
For these reasons, Rochester Business Alliance supports the reconstruction of the Inner Loop and 
asks that you give this significant project your full consideration. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Sandra A. Parker 
President & CEO 
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October 25, 2011 

The Honorable Raymond LaHood, Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

 
RE: City of Rochester Inner Loop East Reconstruction Project 

 
Dear Secretary LaHood, 

The Rochester Cycling Alliance, a bicycling advocacy group in Rochester, NY, supports the City of 
Rochester’s Inner Loop East Reconstruction Project for funding through the FY 2011 TIGER Discretionary 
Grants Program. This funding will be used to remove a deteriorated and underutilized section of the 
Inner Loop Expressway and replace it with a new high quality city street. This project will reconnect 
several neighborhoods that have been disconnected for over three decades, remove two structurally-
deficient bridges, and create more than nine acres of land for redevelopment. 

Rochester is the third largest city in New York State and an internationally-significant economic center. 
The City of Rochester is successfully revitalizing its downtown area through strategic investments in 
infrastructure, economic development, and housing. A key piece of its downtown revitalization strategy 
is to reconnect adjacent vibrant neighborhoods with the downtown core. No project is more central to 
this approach than the Inner Loop East Reconstruction project. 

The multi lanes of the Inner Loop and its frontage roads separate the downtown area from three 
adjacent thriving neighborhoods. The Inner Loop serves as a physical and psychological barrier, 
discourages walking, discourages bicycling and hinders economic development. Replacement of this 
outdated expressway with a context-sensitive complete street will reconnect the three neighborhoods, 
promote walking, promote bicycling, and encourage private investment. The proposed project meets all 
of the TIGER Long-Term Outcomes and incorporates multiple innovative features. 

I appreciate your full consideration of this important project. If you have any questions, or desire further 
information, please do not hesitate to contact me at (585) 461-5363. 

 



          

Reconnect Rochester
4164 Saint Paul Blvd
Rochester, NY 14617

September 13, 2011

Ray LaHood
Secretary
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Re: Inner Loop East Reconstruction Project, Rochester, NY
Request for TIGER Grant Assistance

Dear Secretary LaHood,
 
As you review projects for TIGER III funding, please consider the Inner Loop East Reconstruction Project in Rochester, NY. 
This project exemplifies the purpose of the TIGER program and will be a showcase project for the program in the future,
if provided the necessary funding. It will effectively leverage the grant money to create significant transportation, economic 
and environmental impacts in Rochester. The proposed design will provide a more balanced range of transportation options,
fostering new levels of multi-modal connectivity and street-level activity. Where excess highway capacity currently sits, new
development will arise in its place and bring together two previously separate neighborhoods into a single thriving corridor district. 
 
The Inner Loop East Reconstruction Project will have a transformative effect on the landscape of the City of Rochester and its 
image nationwide. The improvements will be a major catalyst for the rejuvenation of downtown Rochester, a process that has
been well underway for the past decade. For too long, the Inner Loop has served as a rift between downtown Rochester and its
southeastern neighborhoods. Raising the depressed freeway to an at-grade boulevard will help reverse past mistakes and become
a leading example for cities looking to reclaim their cityscapes from the highways that were placed through them. 
 
Reconnect Rochester, a local transit advocacy organization and member of the Tri-State Transportation Campaign, unanimously
stands behind the City of Rochester’s proposal and asks for your support for the Inner Loop East Reconstruction Project.
This is a critical project for the community and will help the continued rejuvenation of Rochester.
 
Very truly yours,

Michael J. Governale, and...

Roger Brown, AIA, CNU Joshua Carlsen Barbara Clarke Howard Decker, FAIA
Ed Donnelly DeWain Feller Douglas Fisher Michael Gilbert
John Kennedy Alex Kone Janet Laird John Lam
Carlos Mercado Paul Mills Jason Partyka Volkan Turgut
Robert J. Williams

CC: Thomas Richards, Mayor, City of Rochester
Charles E. Schumer, Senator, NY
Kirsten Gillibrand, Senator, NY
Louise Slaughter, Congresswoman, 28th District
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October 27, 2011 
 
 
The Honorable Raymond LaHood 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
          Re: City of Rochester’s Inner Loop East Reconstruction Project 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood: 
 
I am writing to express strong support for a Fiscal Year 2011 TIGER Discretionary Grant for the 
City of Rochester’s Inner Loop East Reconstruction Project.  This funding would be used to 
remove a deteriorated and underutilized section of the Inner Loop Expressway and replace it with 
a new high quality city street. The project would reconnect neighborhoods, remove two 
structurally-deficient bridges, and create more than nine acres of land for redevelopment. 
 
Rochester is the third largest city in New York State and an internationally significant economic 
center. The City of Rochester is successfully revitalizing its downtown area through strategic 
investments in infrastructure, economic development, and housing. A key piece of its downtown 
revitalization strategy is to reconnect adjacent vibrant neighborhoods with the downtown core. No 
project is more central to this approach than the Inner Loop East Reconstruction project. 
 
The ten to twelve lanes of the Inner Loop and its frontage roads separate the downtown area from 
adjacent thriving neighborhoods including the Neighborhood of the Arts, Upper East End, Park 
Avenue, and Monroe Village. The Inner Loop serves as a physical and psychological barrier, 
discouraging walking and biking, and hindering economic development.  Replacement of this 
outdated expressway with a context-sensitive complete street will reconnect neighborhoods, 
promote walking and biking, and encourage private investment. The proposed project meets all of 
the TIGER Long-Term Outcomes and incorporates multiple innovative features. 
 
I appreciate your full consideration of this important project. If you have any questions, or desire 
further information, please do not hesitate to contact me at (585) 428.8045. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Patricia Uttaro 
Director 
Rochester Public Library and Monroe County Library System 
 
 

 

 
Director’s Office 
115 South Avenue, Rochester, NY 14604-1896 

Phone: (585) 428-8046  ♦ Fax: (585) 428-8353  ♦ Patricia.Uttaro@libraryweb.org 
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our people  and our passion  i n ev ery  p ro ject

October 27, 2011

The Honorable Raymond LaHood
Secretary
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: CITY OF ROCHESTER, Inner Loop East Reconstruction Project

Dear Secretary LaHood,

I am writing to express our strong support for a FY 2011 TIGER Discretionary Grant for the City of
Rochester’s Inner Loop East Reconstruction Project.  This funding would be used to remove a
deteriorated and underutilized section of the Inner Loop Expressway and replace it with a new high
quality city street. The project would reconnect neighborhoods, remove two structurally-deficient
bridges, and create more than nine acres of land for redevelopment.

Rochester is the third largest city in New York State and an internationally-significant economic center.
The City of Rochester is successfully revitalizing its downtown area through strategic investments in
infrastructure, economic development, and housing. A key piece of its downtown revitalization strategy
is to reconnect adjacent vibrant neighborhoods with the downtown core. No project is more central to
this approach than the Inner Loop East Reconstruction project.

The ten to twelve lanes of the Inner Loop and its frontage roads separate the downtown area from
adjacent thriving neighborhoods including the Neighborhood of the Arts, Upper East End, Park Avenue,
and Monroe Village. The Inner Loop serves as a physical and psychological barrier, discouraging
walking and biking, and hindering economic development.  Replacement of this outdated expressway
with a context-sensitive complete street will reconnect neighborhoods, promote walking and biking, and
encourage private investment. The proposed project meets all of the TIGER Long-Term Outcomes and
incorporates multiple innovative features.

I appreciate your full consideration of this important project. If you have any questions, or desire further
information, please do not hesitate to contact me at (585) 232-5135.

Sincerely,

Thomas C. Mitchell
President/CEO










