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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
An Asbestos Assessment has been conducted for the Dewey Ave/Driving Park Ave 
intersection realignment project in the City of Rochester, Monroe County, New York. 
 
This Assessment was completed by a New York State Department of Labor (NYSDOL) 
Certified Asbestos Inspector in general accordance with the New York State Industrial 
Code Rule 56 and the New York State Department of Transportation’s Environmental 
Manual, Chapter 4.4.19, Asbestos Management. The license and certifications to 
conduct this work are included in Attachment A.  
 
The Assessment included a review of available record plans, a visual inspection and 
collection of suspect asbestos containing materials for asbestos content determination. 
 
Two (2) types of homogeneous areas based on color and texture were identified as part 
of this Assessment. Three samples of each homogenous material were collected. Six 
(6) bulk samples were collected and sent to Paradigm Environmental Services, Inc. 
(Paradigm) for asbestos content determination. Analytical results from Paradigm 
Environmental Services, Inc. indicate that none of the materials sampled contain 
asbestos above the regulatory limit of one percent by weight.  
 
If it is later determined that project components will include elements beyond the 
present scope of work for which this assessment was conducted, it is recommended 
that an additional Asbestos Assessment be completed by NYSDOL Certified inspectors. 
 
If additional suspect materials not observed during the visual inspection are discovered 
during construction phase, these materials shall be treated as ACM until laboratory 
results prove otherwise. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
Ravi Engineering & Land Surveying, P.C. (RE&LS) has been retained by the City of 
Rochester as a sub consultant to Bergmann Associates P.C (Bergmann) to perform an 
Asbestos Assessment for the Dewey Ave/Driving Park Ave intersection realignment 
project in the City of Rochester, Monroe County, New York. The required license and 
certifications to conduct this work are included in Attachment A. 
 
2.0 PROJECT OVERVIEW 
The project is located in the City of Rochester, Monroe County (PIN 4755.55). 
 
The City of Rochester intends to realign the intersection of Dewey Avenue and Driving 
Park Avenue.  A major reconstruction project is necessary to redirect travel along 
Dewey Avenue. 
 
This Asbestos Assessment included a review of available records, a visual inspection 
and collection of suspect asbestos containing materials (ACM’s) for asbestos content 
determination. This report contains the findings of this Assessment.  
 
3.0 RECORD REVIEW 
Prior to field visual inspection RE&LS reviewed available records for the project 
envelope. A utility record review was coordinated with information received by the 
RE&LS Survey Department. The following companies reported underground utilities 
within the project limits as of April 2014: 
 

• City of Rochester Water Bureau 

• Frontier Telephone  

• Monroe County Pure Waters (MCPW) 

• Rochester Gas and Electric (RGE) 

• Rochester District Heating  

• Time Warner Cable  

 
No ACM’s were identified during this review.  

 
4.0 VISUAL INSPECTION 
A visual inspection and sampling was conducted on June 26, 2015. The purpose of the 
visual inspection is to identify homogeneous areas that exist throughout the impacted 
areas. During the Preliminary Assessment and visual inspection conducted April 21, 
2014 by NYSDOL Certified Asbestos Inspector Mr. Geoff Bijak observed black tar on 
sidewalk seams and dark gray mortar on steel grate vaults. During the visual inspection 
performed June 26 these materials were not identified by the inspection team. It was 
noted that these materials may have been removed during maintenance activities 
conducted after the preliminary assessment.  
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The Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA) regulations define a 
homogeneous area (HA) as, “…an area of surfacing material, thermal system insulation 
material, or miscellaneous material that is uniform in color and texture.”  Further, 
homogeneous areas should consist of the same age and application. Suspect 
Homogeneous Area Number and physical descriptions for materials are indicated in the 
following table.  
 

Homogeneous Area Table 
Homogeneous 
Area No. (HA) Description 

1 Gray curb grout  

2 Brown sidewalk expansion joint 

 
5.0 ASBESTOS BULK SAMPLING 
Section 5.2 of Chapter 4.4.19 of NYSDOT’s Asbestos Management Report from The 
Environmental Manual indicates that a minimum of three (3) samples shall be collected 
of each homogeneous area.  
 
Friable samples were analyzed using NYS ELAP Method EPA 600/M4/82/020 
(Polarized Light Microscopy (PLM)).  Non-friable organically bound (NOB) samples 
were analyzed using NYS ELAP Method 198.6 (PLM) and, if found to be less than or 
equal to 1% asbestos containing, NYS ELAP Method 198.4 (Transmission Electron 
Microscopy (TEM)). As indicated in Section 5.2 of Chapter 4.4.19 of NYSDOT’s 
Asbestos Management Report of The Environmental Manual, TEM confirmation of NOB 
samples shall be performed on all three (3) individual samples until either the entire 
group has been determined negative or a positive result is obtained. Paradigm 
Environmental Services, Inc. (Paradigm) was the NYSDOH approved laboratory used 
for analysis. A copy of Paradigm’s credentials can be found in Attachment A. 
  
5.1 Sampling Results 
Six (6) bulk samples were collected from two (2) distinct homogenous areas and sent to 
Paradigm for laboratory analysis.  
 
The sample results received from Paradigm are summarized in the following table. 
Sample results, including applicable correspondence, are located in Attachment B.  



Asbestos Assessment Report                                     PIN 4755.55                                                          
Dewey Avenue and Driving Park Avenue Realignment Project        January 2016 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3 
 

 

SAMPLE RESULTS 

Homogeneous 
Area No. (HA) Description Sample 

Number 
Asbestos Content and 

Type of Analysis 

1 Gray curb grout  
1A 
1B 
1C 

None Detected-PLM 
None Detected-PLM  
None Detected-PLM 

2 Brown sidewalk expansion 
joint 

2A 
 
 

2B 
 
 

2C 

None Detected-PLM 
 

<1.0% Residue Remaining, 
PLM and TEM Not Required 

 
<1.0% Residue Remaining, 
PLM and TEM Not Required 

 
6.0 ASBESTOS MATERIALS AND LOCATIONS RESULTS SUMMARY 
As indicated by the above table, no asbestos concentrations above one percent exist in 
any of the materials sampled during this assessment.  
 
7.0 LIMITATIONS OF THE INVESTIGATION 
Sampling performed June 26, 2015 was limited to materials available at the surface. A 
review of available records indicate several utilities below grade in the project corridor  
that were inaccessible to the inspection team. If additional suspect materials not 
observed during the visual inspection are discovered during construction phase, these 
materials shall be treated as ACM until laboratory results prove otherwise. 
 
8.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 
If it is later determined that project components will include elements beyond the 
present scope of work for which this assessment was conducted, it is recommended 
that an additional Asbestos Assessment be completed by NYSDOL Certified inspectors. 
 
If additional suspect ACMs that were not accessible or visible during the visual 
inspection are discovered during the construction phase these materials shall be treated 
as ACM until laboratory results prove otherwise.  
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New York State – Department of Labor 
Division of Safety and Health  
License and Certificate Unit 
State Campus, Building 12 

Albany, NY  12240 

 
ASBESTOS HANDLING LICENSE 

Ravi Engineering and Land Surveying P.C.  
Suite 1 
2110 South Clinton Ave. 
 
Rochester, NY  14618 
 

 

FILE NUMBER:  06-1103 
LICENSE NUMBER:  29384 
LICENSE CLASS:  RESTRICTED 
DATE OF ISSUE:  02/06/2015 
EXPIRATION DATE:  02/29/2016 

 

Duly Authorized Representative – Nagappa Ravindra:  

 

 This license has been issued in accordance with applicable provisions of Article 30 of the Labor Law of New York State and of  
 the New York State Codes, Rules and Regulations (12 NYCRR Part 56).  It is subject to suspension or revocation for a (1)  
 serious violation of state, federal or local laws with regard to the conduct of an asbestos project, or (2) demonstrated lack of  
 responsibility in the conduct of any job involving asbestos or asbestos material. 

 This license is valid only for the contractor named above and this license or a photocopy must be prominently displayed at the  
 asbestos project worksite.  This license verifies that all persons employed by the licensee on an asbestos project in New York  
 State have been issued an Asbestos Certificate, appropriate for the type of work they perform, by the New York State  
 Department of Labor. 

 

  

  

 Eileen M. Franko,  Director 
SH 432 (8/12) For the Commissioner of Labor 
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Bulk Sample Location Plan 
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