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PROGRAM HISTORY AND OVERVIEW 

About the Program 

The Do The Right Thing Award program has been part of the Rochester Police Department since 1995, and 

incorporated as a 501(c)3 nonprofit corporation in March 2000. The program functions under the auspices 

of the Rochester Police Department, and is overseen by an appointed Executive Board of Directors. A copy 

of the by-laws can be found on our website. Program sponsors provide generous donations which are 

distributed to award winners, and also help fund program operations.   

The goal of the Do The Right Thing Award Program is to foster positive relationships between all local law 

enforcement and school-aged youth. The program recognizes students for their exemplary behavior. Actions 

such as volunteering in the community, aiding law enforcement and other first responders, acts of heroism, 

leadership and role model behavior, and demonstrated Ψturn-aroundΩ or improved behavior are 

acknowledged. Highlighting these students and their stories in the media promotes positive recognition for 

these youth, and shows that good choices are newsworthy. The ceremony and our winners are highlighted 

on our social media, as well as through program sponsor News 10NBC WHEC-TV. Stories are televised on 

their nightly news broadcasts, as well as on-line at WHEC.com. 

Any student enrolled in grades Kindergarten - 12 in any school within Monroe County is eligible for 

nomination. Students may be nominated for incidents that have occurred within one year of the nomination, 

and the act must have occurred within Monroe County. Anyone over 18 years old can nominate a student - 

this includes first responders, teachers, coaches, family, friends, and neighbors.  Nominations are accepted 

throughout the entire year, and are reviewed by a committee that selects students to receive the Do The 

Right Thing Award. The committee is comprised of members of our community and representatives from our 

sponsor organizations.  

Selected students are celebrated at a ceremony which is typically held at the City Public Safety Building. Up 

to fifty students are recognized each school year throughout multiple ceremonies.  Do The Right Thing Award 

winners receive several rewards and prizes donated by program sponsors, and winners may also apply for a 

college or trade school scholarship when they are high school seniors. Students selected as winners must 

attend an award ceremony in order to officially be considered a Do The Right Thing Award Winner, unless 

restrictions cause us to hold the ceremony virtually.  

Since the program began, we have awarded over 1,100 winners, and contributed over $100,000 towards 

scholarships for our winners. Most students that are nominated will receive a letter of recognition for their 

act, even if they are not chosen as a winner. 

 

https://www.cityofrochester.gov/DoTheRightThing/
https://www.whec.com/
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2022-2023 Ceremonies 

In total, we recognized twenty-nine students throughout three ceremonies during the 2022-2023 school 

year. This included twenty-eight incidents that involved times of heroism, bravery and courageousness while 

helping family and/or first responders during serious incidents such as reporting unsafe situations to school 

staff; calling 911 or helping family members during emergency situations; acts of kindness, thoughtfulness, 

generosity, and volunteerism; as well as role model behavior. Many of these acts would be remarkable if 

ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ƘŀŘ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǇƘenomenal when you read these stories and see how young some 

of the winners are! 

All ceremonies were in-person this year, and were very well attended by family and friends of the winners, 

as well as many other supporters of the program. We also continued broadcasting the ceremonies via 

Facebook Live for those that were unable to attend. This allows everyone to watch the ceremony again at a 

later time if they would like. Make sure to visit our Facebook page to view past ceremonies and see additional 

coverage of each winner! 

Something interesting and fun that occurred this year ς each ceremony had a winner whose sibling was a 

previous Do The Right Thing Award winner! Each past winner was also highlighted in ouǊ ΨLǘ wǳƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŀƳƛƭȅΩ 

newsletter segments. These are included in this report as well. !ƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ƻǳǊ ǾŜǊȅ ƻǿƴ aŀȅƻǊ aŀƭƛƪ 

D. Evans was also a past winner!   

 

Scholarship Announcement 

At the May 2023 Do The Right Thing award ceremony, we announced that effective this year, The Summit 

Federal Credit Union partnered with the Do The Right Thing award program and pledged to match funds to 

support our annual Do The Right Thing Scholarship Program. To acknowledge this partnership, the 

scholarship will now be named the Do The Right Thing / The Summit Federal Credit Union Scholarship 

Program. This year we awarded two $2000 college scholarships. We look forward to continuing this 

partnership for years to come! 

 

Sponsor Information 

In addition to The Summit Federal Credit Union, we would also like to welcome The Strong National 

Museum of Play as a new sponsor of the Do The Right Thing Program. Beginning with the May 2023 

ceremony, each winner was gifted a pair of passes for admittance to The Strong National Museum of 

Play, and future winners will be provided this gift as well! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/DTRTROC/
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Do The Right Thing of Rochester, Inc. 

* Rochester Police Department* 

 

Phone: (585) 428-7863 Fax: (585) 428-6093 

Email: Dotherightthing@cityofrochester.gov 

Website: www.cityofrochester.gov/DoTheRightThing 

 

Follow us on Facebook: @DTRTROC 

Follow us on Instagram: @DTRT_Rochester 

Follow us on Twitter: @RPD_DTRT 

 

Changes to the Executive Board 

This year we were excited to welcome two new Executive Board Members ς Jessica Williams from The 

Summit Federal Credit Union, and Emily Putnam from News 10NBC WHEC-TV. Emily also took over as 

MC at the award ceremonies, replacing Brennan Somers, who filled the role for the last three years. 

While we were sad to say farewell to Brennan, Emily has been a wonderful addition to our team, 

enthusiastically speaking at every ceremony this year, as well as providing news coverage of each winner 

and their story on News 10NBC WHEC-TV. 

 

Social Media and Newsletter 

This year we continued sharing information and news with all of our supporters in a variety of ways. We 

post frequently to our Facebook and Instagram pages, and have continued to send out a newsletter since 

our first issue was published in the Winter of 2019. If you missed any, make sure to visit our website 

where we have posted each issue! Each issue is full of fun information about our program! 

Additionally, our website contains quite a bit of useful information about the program, including copies 

of each Annual Report since 2006.  

For more information about the Do The Right Thing Award program, or to nominate a student, please 

visit our website. Also, make sure to follow us on social media, and comment and share our posts! You 

can find all of our contact information in the box below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Dotherightthing@cityofrochester.gov
http://www.cityofrochester.gov/DoTheRightThing/
https://www.facebook.com/DTRTROC/
https://www.instagram.com/dtrt_rochester/
https://twitter.com/rpd_dtrt
https://www.facebook.com/DTRTROC/
https://www.instagram.com/dtrt_rochester/
https://www.cityofrochester.gov/DoTheRightThing/
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PROGRAM STAFF 

          

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sergeant Jose Vargas 

Program Director 

                                                             

Laurie Kingsley-Henry 

Program Coordinator 

                                                             

Lisa Hayes 

Program Assistant 
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