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PROGRAM HISTORY ARMERVIEW

About the Program

The DoThe Right Thing Award program has been part of the Rochester Police Department sincark®95
incorporated as a 501(c)3 nonprofit corporation in March 200 program functions under the auspices
of the Rochester Police Departmeiind is overseen by amppointedExecutive Board of Director& copy

of the bylaws can be found on ouwebsite Programsponsors provide generous donations whiale
distributed to award winners, and also help fupgramoperations.

The goal of the DohE Right Thing Award Program is to foster positive relationships betaté&rcal law
enforcement andschootagedyouth. The program recognizesudentsfor their exemplary behaviorAcions
such as volunteering in the community, aiding law enforcement and other first responders, acts of heroign,
leadership and role model behavjorand demonstrated4urn-around or improved behaviorare
acknowledgedHigHighting these students and their stories in the media promotes positive recognition fo
these youth, and shows that good choices are newsworfime ceremony and our winners are highlighted
on our social media, as well as througfogram sponsor News 10BWHECV. Stories are televised on
their nightly news broadcastas well a®n-line atWHEC.com

Any student enrolled in graddéndergarten - 12 inany school within Monroe County eligible for
nomination. Students may be nominated for incidents that have occurred within one year of the nomjnatio

—4

andthe act must have occurredithin Monroe CountyAnyone over 18 years old can nominatsetadent-
this includes first responders, teachers, coaches, family, friesuas neighbors Nominations are accepted
throughout theentire year, and are reviewed by a committee that selects studémteceive the Ddlhe
Right Thing Award’hecommitteeis comprised ofnembers of our community angpresentatives from our
sponsororganizations

Selected students are celebrated at a ceremuaihych istypicallyheld at the City PublicSafetyBuilding Up
to fifty students are recognized each school y#moughout nmultiple ceremonies.DoThe Right Thing Award
winners receive several rewards and prizes donated by program sponsors, and winners may also apply |pr a
college or trade schodacholarship when they are high school seni@sdents selected as mwners must
attend an award ceremony in order to officially be considered alm®Right Thind\ward Winner, unless
restrictionscause us to hold the ceremony virtually

Since the program began, we have awarded ov&0Q winners, and contributedver $100,000 towards
scholarships for our winnerslost students that are nominated will receive a letter of recognition for their
act, even if they are not chosen as a winner.
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https://www.cityofrochester.gov/DoTheRightThing/
https://www.whec.com/

2022-2023 Ceremonies

In total, we recognize twenty-nine studentsthroughout three ceremoniesduring the 2@2-2023 school
year. This includedwenty-eightincidents that ivolvedtimes ofheroism,bravery and courageousness while
helping familyand/or first responders during serious incidents suchiegsorting ursafe situations to schdo
staff, calling 911or helping family members during emergency situatipasts of kindness, thoughtfulness,
generosity, and volunteerism; as well as role model behawtany of these acts would be remarkable if
I Rdzf & KIFR R2YyS (i KeBomEnaldavBen Yol r@athesSsifey and &l®w yalihg some
of the winners are!

All ceremonies were #person this year, and were very well attended by family and friends of the winners
as well as many other supporters of the program. We also contirbreddcastingthe ceremoniesvia
Facebook Livéor thosethat were unable to attendThis allows everyone to watch the ceremony again at a
later time if they would likeMake sure to visit ouFacebook pagt view past ceremonies and sadditional
coverage of each winnker

Something interesting and fun that occurred this yearach ceremony had a winner whose sibling was a
previous Do The Right Thing Award winner! Each past winner wdsigtidighted in ol WL O K & dzZ B Y A
newsletter segments. These are included in this reportas WellR R2y Qi F2NBASG 2 dzNJ
D. Evans was also a past winner!

Scholarship Announcement

At the May 2023 Do The Right Thing award ceremony, we annouhatéffective this year, The Summit
Federal Credit Union partned with the Do The Right Thing award program and péetdp match funds to
support our annual Do The Right Thing Scholarship Program. To acknowledge this partnership,
scholarship will now be named theo The Right Thing / The Summit Federal Credit Union Scholarshig
Program.This year we awaet two $2000 colleg scholarship We look forward to continuing this
partnershipfor years to come!

Sponsor Information

In addition to The Summit Federal Credit Union, we would also likeetoome The Strong National
Museum of Play as a new sponsor of the Do The RighgyTPiogramBeginning with the May 2023
ceremony, each winner was gifted a pair of passes for admittance to The Strong National Museun
Play, and future winners will be provided this gift as well!
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https://www.facebook.com/DTRTROC/

Changes to the Executive Board

This year we were excitad welcome two new Executive Board Memberdessica Williams from The
Summit Federal Credit Union, and Emily Putnam from News 10NBC-WHEDily also took over as
MC at the award ceremonies, replacing Brennan Somers, filbd the role for the lasthree years.
While we were sad to say farewell to Brennd&mily has been a wonderful addition to our team,
enthusiasticallyspeakingat every ceremony this year, as well as providing news coveraggchfwinner
and their storyon News 10NBC WHHW.

Saial Mediaand Newsletter

This year we continued sharing information and news with all of our supporters in a variety of ways. \
postfrequentlyto our FaceboolandInstagranpages, and have continued to send autewsletter since
our first issue was published in the Winter of 2019. If you missed any, make sure to vigitlosite
where we have posted each issugdch issue is full of fun information about our program!

Additionally, our website contains quite a bit of useful information about the program, including copig
of each Annual Report since 2006.

For more information abat the Do e Right Thing Awargrogram, or to nominate a student, please
visit our welsite. Also, make sure to follow us on soor@dia and comment and share our postébu
can find all of our contact informatioim the boxbelow.
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&b City of Rochester Malik D. Evans

VA City Hall Room 308A, 30 Church Street Mayor
Rochester, New York 14614-1290
www._cityofrochester.gov

October 11, 2023

Do the Right Thing Awards Program
c/o Rochester Police Department
185 Exchange Blvd.

Rochester, NY 14614

Dear Students, Organizers & Sponsors:

The “Do the Right Thing™ program has celebrated Rochester's
youngest citizens for their courage, kindness, and generosity
for 27 years. Our community is filled with young people with
outstanding character and integrity, and today, we applaud
them as they grow into our future leaders.

Congratulations to the 29 students who were recognized during the 2022-23 program
year. They exemplify what it means to be a role model and they serve as proof that
so many of our parents, guardians, mentors, and teachers are guiding our youth
along the right path.

Whether they reported unsafe conditions, called 911 during an emergency, helped a
family member, or simply helped clean up their neighborhood, this cohort of Do the
Right Thing award recipients give us hope that every generation gets better, wiser,
and stronger. Their sensibility encourages all of us to do better and inspires us to do
good and serve with excellence, pushing Rochester into the upper echelon of
communities across the country.

| would like to thank the Summit Federal Credit Union for partnering with the Do the
Right Thing Awards this year to provide matching funds for its scholarship program.

Once again, congratulations to our exceptional young citizens who have inspired us
all, and to their families, you have made us all so proud.

Sincerely,

MaliK D. Evans

Mayor
Phone: (585) 428-7045 Fax: (585) 428-6059 TTY: (585) 428-6054 EEO/ADA
Employer




<{D> City of Rochester

?A Rochester Police Department David M. Smith ({7
* 185 Exchange Boulevard, Suite 630 Chief of Police  \§
Rochester, New York 14614-2124
www.cityofrochester.gov/publicsafety/police/

October 3, 2023

Do The Right Thing
185 Exchange Blvd.
Rochester, NY 14614

To the Do The Right Thing Families, Sponsors and Supporters:

On behalf of Do The Right Thing of Rochester, and the Rochester Police
Department, | would like to commend you on the accomplishments of the
2023-2024 program year, which have acknowledged some of our outstanding
youth in our community.

Upon learning of these nominations, | am always amazed by the stories of
courage, heroism, honesty, volunteerism, kindness, and leadership provided
by our youth. The role modeling shown during this past year gives us pride
and encouragement in our youth and our future. This type of involvement
shown by our youth is an investment both on a personal and professional
level.

[ would also like to acknowledge the parents, teachers, administrators,
officers, firefighters, caregivers, and other community members, who took
the time to nominate these outstanding young individuals and to help bring
their remarkable stories to light. It is easy to become too busy with our day
to day tasks, however, we should always take the time to encourage and
reward our youth for their contributions to our community.

Lastly, this essential program would not exist if it were not for our sponsors
and partners in promoting kindness in our community. We understand that
the continued success of this program can only happen with the funding,
participation and generous support of our various private donations and
public business partners. Thank you for all that you have done for this
program.

As Chief of the Rochester Police Department, I congratulate all of you on a

Chief of Police

® Phone: 585.428.7033 Fax: 585.428.6003 TTY: 585.428.6054 EEQ/ADA Employer
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